




E
x AFRICA SEMPER ALIQUID NOVUM, but EX ORIENTE 

LUX. I am aware that I am not the first prehistorian to use 
these well worn quotations, but they have in fact a clear rele
vance to what I shall be offering today in the distinguished series 
oflectures founded in memory of the late Dr. Kroon. Africa has 

indeed provided us with much that is spectacularly original in the 
field of human prehistory over the past ten years. In my discus
sion of North Africa in the Pleistocene I hope to show that the 
key to some of the problems raised may well be looked for in 
Asia to the north east. Over the past fifteen years, and the past 
five years in particular, these areas have been the scene of much 

active research which is still in progress. As a result some of the 
suggestions I am about to make may well appear in a different 
light in the future. I think nevertheless that among the newly 
acquired facts are some of such intrinsic interest and validity 
that they already warrant an attempt to combine them into a 
preliminary synthesis. 

The particular problem around which much of my discussion 
will revolve concerns the emergence and establishment of what 
human palaeontologists now usually refer to as Homo sapiens 
sapiens. This is the final feature às we know it of the long per

spective of human evolution throughout the Pleistocene, or per
haps more properly human evolution as we can see it today 
since of course further evolution may well take place in the fu

ture, who are we to say? There is however much to suggest that 
the replacement by H. sapiens sapiens of his immediate prede
cessor H. sapiens. Neanderthalenses is a crucial turning point in 
human evolution. For throughout the northern hemisphere 
from Siberia to the At!antic this biologica! event is closely link
ed to a number of highly significant innovations in human be
haviour, of which the archaeological record can tel1 us much. lt 

is indeed at or almost immediately following the biologica! 
change that we get for instance the first valid indications of rep
resentational art. Again in many areas there is significant evi
dence of a surge in human population, and finally we have the 
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Micro-burins on the other hand, apparently the by-product of 
truncating the tip of a backed-blade to form a point, do occur 
characteristically in some but not all of these assemblages. 

We have seen that what are effectively lberomaurusian assem
blages form the initia! expression of the Upper Palaeolithic in 
the Maghreb. In a number of profiles they form the immediate 
stratigraphical successor to the Aterian with its clear Mous
terian affinities. This raises a problem since available 14C dates 
leave a considerable time gap between the two. A date in the order 
of 20,000 B.P. has just been announced from the lberomaurusian 
site of Tamar Hat in Algeria and it may be that with the accu
mulation of further readings we shall eventually close the 10,000 
year gap somewhere between this and the latest Aterian at 

29,850 ± 190 B.c. But even as things stand it seems clear that the 
beginning of the lberomaurusian industry is considerably later in 
Cyrenaica than in the Maghreb. As to its later internal changes I 
have recently attempted a statistica! analysis of the association 
of the changes of composition with time against the changes of 
the Fauna. If a Partial Correlation is calculated holding time, it 
immediatel y becomes apparent that many of the changes observed 
are sustained through time but directly associated with short 
term changes in the fauna. Thus the ouchtata blades and large 
backed elements are specifically and strongly associated with 
the two smaller mammals Gazella and Ammotragus while the 
small to microlithic backed blades, coupled with burins, end
scrapers and various auxilliary tools are exclusively and mark
edly associated with the two large species Bos and Alcelaphus. 
Backed-blades (with the peculiar feature of retouch exclusively 
on the reverse surface) and microlithic gravette points seems to 
lack any such associations and to show an independent sustain
ed increase with time. There is in fact an approach towards the 
equipment of the Capsian. At the other end of the scale we have 
a quite different set of problems posed by the underlying Dab
ban complex remarkable by its extraordinary time span back to 
at least 38,000 B.c. This is throughout its duration of a remark-


























































